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ereis aphoto of the author, Professor Pausch, giving

his last lecture at Carnegie Mellon University. How
does he look? Happy? Healthy? Handsome? Looking at
him enjoying himself so much on stage in front of
thousands of students who flocked to listen to him, you
might have never imagined that he was diagnosed with
pancreatic cancer and left with at most six months to live.

In face of sickness or even the approaching of death,
people seldom smile as happily as Randy did. He was
neither in denial nor indifferent to his life. Instead, he
always believed that when there was a situation we could
not change, we should simply decide how we should
respond and make our days count.

In Randy’s last lecture, he decided to look back on his
life journey to come up with lessons he had learnt and pass
it to future generations like how he gave his students the
giant dolls shown in the picture. His life stories might not
be the most special or interesting ones, but they definitely
carried the secret hacks that only a man who is preparing
for his own death would know. He understood what a
person treasured the most after all, so even lifelong secrets

could be revealed publicly.
Here are several lessons I found particularly inspiring:

1. The brick walls are there to give us a chance to show
how badly we want something.
Sometimes we may think certain goals are unrealistic
and unreachable, but Randy asked us to ‘dream big’. Do
you think ancient people would have ever imagined
humans walking on the moon? It has now become a
dream come true! In Randy’s life, he did not always
succeed. He got turned down by his desired school, got
no job offer from Disneyland where he dreamt of
working in, and got rejected by a woman whom he was
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deeply in love with. Yet, Randy turned out to have
graduated from that school, became an honorable
consultant of Disneyland, and got married to that
woman. He did not achieve all these by luck. These
were the resules of his persistence and hard work, and
‘when preparation meets opportunities, that’s when

luck happens’.

2. Weneed to work hard for our lives.

We need to be prepared to be lucky. There are millions
of tiny things that come together to make our lives
better, and you might never know how powerful they
can be. For instance, showing gratitude to brighten up
others’ lives, spending the time we complain on
working, taking the initiative to try things out, paying
respect to any kind of work or tasks that we might find
‘too simple to do’, or simply, not giving up and
believing in ourselves. It might sound tiring, but when
the luck comes, we will never regret it.

3. “Tiggeror Eeyore”

If anyone of you knows these two characters of
extreme personality from the ‘Winnie the Pooh’series,
Randy always suggested joining Tigger’s camp. We are
all decisive of our own lives, no matter we lead it
happily like Tigger's or sorrowfully like Eeyore’s.
Sometimes, we have to forget about unimportant
judgements or concerns. If we want i, ‘just ask’; and if
we can choose, try to say ‘the park is open until 8 p.m.
instead of ‘the park will be closed at 8 p.m.. Such
subtle changes might amaze you of how big their
impactcan be.

Think about your life. What is your goal? What do you
desire and treasure? If you have no idea, read The Last
Lecture and see what kind of inspiration you can get from
Randy’s life!
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Talk About Love. Instead
of being a novel that you
may expect, it actually consists of 17 short stories with most being
love stories. However, these love stories are not ordinary love stories. Read this book
and you will be amazed how love can be in different forms!
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Charmaine loves this book because every story is a short story that does not
occupy much of your time. The plot is reflective and resonant with real life
experiences, so readers can easily identify with the stories. Readers will also find every
climax and ending thought-provoking. The author, Raymond Carver can describe
precisely how people would react differently in different situations, so readers can
easily enter the characters' inner world easily and be a part of the story. Carver also
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The Bath is one of the stories that Charmaine likes the most. In the story,
Scotty's mum ordered a birthday cake the day before Scotty's birthday. Unfortunately,
Scotty was hit by a car and passed away on the day of his birthday. Although it was a
short story, different characters' facial expressions and feelings were described
vividly as if one were at the scene. Readers could totally feel how the couples went
through and got over the hard time. It was indeed a very touching story, especially the
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® story’s closing lines
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