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Title The Handmaid’s Tale

Author Margaret Atwood

Publisher Penguin Random
House UK

Interviewee Miss Ng Cheuk Yee (TR)

TaE
HANDMAID'S
TALE

MARGARET ATWOOD:

Title Leaving Time
Author Jodi Picoult
Publisher Ballantine Books

Interviewee Miss Leung Lok Man
(LL)

leaving
time

The Handmaid’s Tale was written from a feminine perspective. It is a dystopian fiction

about a country’s being taken over by a theocracy, meaning a large religious organization

ruling over a country with its doctrine.

In the Gilead society, the sense of hierarchy is deeply entrenched. Discrimination exists

that only men have access to higher education and the right to own property. On the other

hand, women are regarded as second-class citizens who are forbidden to read and write.

Miss Ng finds this book horrifying and thrilling. Since we are all
girls, Miss Ng believes that students can easily relate when reading a

book from a girl’s perspective. ‘Sanity is a valuable possession; I

hoard it the way people hoarded money. I save it, so I will have

enough, when the time comes’, quoted from the main character

Offred. Miss Ng highly recommends this book as students can get to ™ 4
understand how women struggle through gender stereotype, ( HlNMlIMi
allowing them to reflect on their identity, value and function. u ‘l‘ $\

Women are capable of achieving more than just being a womb. 7 -

People often look for things such as wealth, love and power in life.

However, in Leaving Time, the main character, a 13-year-old girl, is

looking for her missing mother. Her mother disappeared when she

was small while working in the elephant sanctuary. She seek help from

alawyer and a conjurator. The story was unfolded through the angles

of different characters. What is more, Leaving Time includes interesting

facts about elephants. For example, when their friends pass away, they

hold a ceremony for the departed just like what people do. Miss Leung

thinks the language in this book is beautiful and it is easy to read. The

story reflects the bonding and care between the main character and her
mother, and the love between people and elephants. Moreover, the
story ends with a big flip that is shocking but memorable. The writer

did not want the ending to be disclosed on the social media, so it

remains a secret for you to unfold!
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Which module(s) in Liberal Studies  Module 1 Personal Development
are relevant ?

Suitable for whom? From S4 onwards

Have you ever wondered how your life will unfold in upcoming l
years? As the wife of the former US President Obama, author

Michelle Obama genuinely shares her personal experiences

from kindergarten to university as a student, as well as from

being a lawyer to a mother as an adult. The book does not

solely describe her growth; it also offers some behind-the-

scenes snapshots of her life in the White House, as well as

how she treasured her family relationship at all times as the

First Lady of the US.

If you have a glance at Mrs Obama'’s profile, perhaps it would
be considered a stellar one that some might have dreamt of
pursuing: Graduated from a prestigious university, landed a
rewarding and stable job as a lawyer, married to her Mr Right
who then became one of the most influential people in the
world... Yet, it does not mean that life was plain sailing to her.
Even though she was raised in a loving family, she struggled
to handle grief when she lost a confidante and family
members at a young age. As a top student, she carried self-
doubts at times and even quitted a lucrative career to find her
true calling. With hindsight, it was from all these difficulties
that she grew into maturity, shaping her into her real self.

This book is not simply a collection of anecdotes; it is also an
encouraging one that stimulates readers’ reflections on life.
Grab this and immerse yourself in the journey of Mrs Obama,
from a girl to a woman.
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Authors: Edith Wharton

dith Wharton was first introduced to me through

obligation, by the DSE curriculum when I was still
under its spell in the tumultuous years. She wrote one of
the set texts, Roman Fever. Itisa compelling short story
that lingers whenever I find myself stuck in a stringent
socializing, and there is only my mind residing as an
imaginative asylum, real yet impermissible to any
speaking others. The story lies on the Weight of wit
measured in a rendezvous of two widows visiting Rome.
As the title dictates, it is feverish with feminine rivalry, a
vicious battle of love, power and who gets the last laugh.
Wharton’s astute observation of mind games seeps
through the hints of characterisation and clues of language
in a dialogue of an afternoon’s sitting. The battle is won by
three words, conquering preconceptions within and
without the story.

With that in mind, I picked up this book and I am
ready to receive some harsh attacks on boisterous women,
like me, well past the supposed age of innocence but not
yet spared from it. In The Age of Innocence, Wharton’s voice
took shape as an omniscient narrative [ravclling inand out
of Newland Archer, a young man nurtured in the upper-
class glasshouse and ripe enough to judge all who loiter in
his world of constitutional politeness. He despises the
inappropriate mannerism of misbehaving husbands and
too»forgiving wives, while urging on his own marriage
with the blossoming débutante’ of the season, May
Welland. If he defines the social codes, she is the
dictionary exemplifying all unwritten rules of expected
conduct.

“She sat silent, and the world lay like a sunlit valley.
at their feet.”

Sitting silently while waiting for the world to unfold
is the paragon of an ideal woman winning over the 19"
century New York society. With Wharton’s words, we see
through Newland’s eyes his hopefulness in a future with
May. So there we have it, the hero and his golden cup.

But as stern as his views on the auspicious marriage
and its function as a safe anchorage, Newland soon finds

i ayoungupper-class woman

making her first appearance
in the high society

command

himselfﬂoa[ing to the other
end of feminine figure. If
May Welland stands for the
quintessence of a woman’s
standard, Ellen Olenska falls
far from it. Orphaned since
young, Ellen is taken in by an eccentric aunt with a
tendency to “flout the unutterable rules”. She grew up with
the same “rebellious spirits”, leaving her at the story’s time
a married woman seeking refuge from her philandering
husband. Under such circumstances, it is only natural of
Newland to be contemptuous of this infamous cousin of
his fiancée.

As seen in her works, the interesting focus of
Wharton is her notion of nature. She writes about how our
beliefs and behaviours are predetermined by the family we
grow in. It is similar to the Asian extended family
structure from which we shape our ideas in a right web
knitted b_y our relatives. To this end serves May, and
Newland soon comes to the conclusion of her being “a
terrifying product of the social system”. A community in
one woman’s form. No wonder when Ellen appears, he
finds himself drawn to the possibiiity of defiance, like a
child stca]ing away from a fami]y dinner to play with the
incorrigible girl next door.

A good novel paints all rough corners and soft edges
of a character. What makes this book the first Pulitzer
Prize won by a female writer is the verisimilitude of
characters and the thought processing we possess but
revealed from Wharton’s writing. There is no direct
answer on who is good and who is bad, who we should like
and should contempt. Apart from getting a sneak peak of
how the fashionable part of American society ran its
course in the early 20th century, we also penetrate a man’s
survey of women and gender roles from a female writer’s
insight. What we can all relate to in this eventful era is the
liberation from prescribed concepts, the fight of
individuali:y from communalism, and the rose-coloured
experience of falling in love with a person against all
reason. This novel will tell us the untold stories that steer
us through our age of innocence.
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Authors: Camilla Morton

D on’t be misled by the title! This book is not just about shoes
and fashion, but about how to be chic and cool in public. As
you grow older, learning some etiquette can surely enhance
interpersonal skills and avoid embarrassment such as what to wear in
awedding and what to say in a funeral, etc. If you wish to be socially
adeptin all occasions, this book provides useful advice which helps
you stride confidently through the obstacle course of life.

Ifind the chapter, ‘How to stifle a yawn at the dinner table’,
very interesting. According to thebook, a‘staged yawn’is a powerful
mean ofsignaling‘time o go’, ‘bed time’, or ‘'m done’. Imagine,
already exhausted at night, your friends keep droning on and on, and
itis gettinglate ... sometimes you simply have to yawn. Youmay hide
itby pursing your lips together and pretend to smile. This stops your
mouth from flipping open. However, if you cannot stifle the yawn,
doit gracefully, by covering your mouth with your hand or wrist.

There are other advices applicable in daily life: ‘How to
complain with class’, ‘How to blow your nose gracefully' and ‘How to
have good table manners’. Thisbook is informative, entertaining,
and a good guide for every young woman who wants to start living a
fabulous, cool life.

GWAGIRLS'"SCHOOL YINGWAGIRLS'SCHOOL YINGWAGIRLS'SCHOOL YINGWAGIRLS

/ TOOHOS STHIO VM ONIA




YINGWAGIRLS'SCHOOL YINGWAGIRLS'SCHOOL YINGWAGIRLS'SCHOOL YING WA GIRLS G WA GIRLS'SCHOOL YINGWAGIRLS'SCHOOL YINGWAGIRLS'SCHOOL YINGWA GIRLSE

B2 (EBEE) BAENRTNG | RFNESE « BEEES  T5T% BER  (BERD) m%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁ%%&@*KWEE
& BIE GRS THBALY BANSE  FEYEETRE—BES & IR EAE - EABLEABAN - AMEN

HilE  BIETSE AR  CHTHE B8 FS  ELLAREE  BRBEE Hilk EE LR E RS - ﬁﬁﬁ?#ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%@
ZHE =7 B S AT © ShE RINGEEE G-

RUE R AR HRSRREABTYUE T BESNSTE @ SERR R = BRW T REARAEZNRE - Bl

2 iRREGFERE - tiRSRABRDEXY - REERLEEER - IR EREASHRRAS -
RABEHHER  SABEREER °

ZERIARGE » AL T MSXBNERS - ARMREKFAS—EHEEAE  RABFIRHE
RITZERIE |

P o REDIRIEADANERR "1F ) 495 FADIEREZBAIMNAES
RE > BEFESE - TG HEREE K TREABRRENRE  MERLTEN
R

BRIEEDISH - BRIRRRSR T FEMARARSEE  FINSEEEAENYE  FEEN

EE—EMTRY - NEBRYNESL - EPHER T FEBENEE  FERIILETR

LB BEENSRCE A CRFRNRYMBEERXEENE  HaR - (FERTERESME 28
SUFPRROHITTE - &R FEHRER T REANER - RATBIREUAES CENKEERN

REMBREAREMNBHRYERECRBMRA  OIMERTT » PREOF - RIRIF - I
EHRD o BRY BRIRERGNRYHITES - BAEHBEARYHFENRE

E4  €100fEBNEH% EAERLT 2MARARARRGECERR  ER2HRELHE

it 75) BRE - S2RJFUMIIRE - MEERIN=ESSEZOE
fEE  EPH - B FRIRE  BEARDNEXNSEILR « RHERRBMURA
AR RESGHARERE FORMBOARER -

~ BHAFRAF EEMEERREEERLS  BEbAE—BEE- 12
ZoE EEEEH ARE - —TLERBSARNEE - TR - AREBENTE o
WBE Nz KR £ FENANANSPECE LA TOBAAS  #TESEE
0 TTRERTE 2050 4R - BEMBBEELE « BENRADRSBENAA T -

F_ESCBZMNKARZ M ST RIREN - REBENAIEEERSEAEREM - ALEEEN
ASNERBUERE6.4% » RIFFEBNEY) - BR - ARURHEREMNNINMESIREREX
KRBT AR RE —EALiEIZA - R DNERRBNE L7 - MEREn Y HALBEENE \
& HfIATREEEE -

RE—ERENBGTHEAEE  AERR2REAERANMHIERRE - FEAMHEC2RMNE
X BMEAKER  BRBIMMASLALIET - BRRZIZFFEBNSEE - ARDIRE(CABEK
B MOBKEE LT SRSMHM#ENER A EBORHALMET -

BEMBEEEASESHEURBRECTRNEE - RAEBECHAERRAS TR HR
BPERIIRN—20F - BEAAREEEXFNRENEHETRNMEE - BEMBEZRBELEL
2IRELHHE - RREHIRE—27 - BEETEREESS - MRFE " - = +FREERER
PFIR » BIRHRBERINERMACET -

I EE (RIBRENRREBMAER) fFERZ « MREL /B AL DRPEER ©
fEE T4 EMSBIRE "TEEL ~ "EBAL ~ TREL
R b1 $:15-4 (4 TR ~ TERRAEL M TIRE, - HP o BRZ
REE =T inERE BEHBWBAIR ThE, °
RIGE =ik #@imiE MERAY TRE, EATEAENKE - B

AERHERANSFREE - EEY "AEL BRM
QARG - FTLUAERRERE EEELUARERKRENGORAER @ 7888
R ERBZP - 28 EBRFNBARABCH—ED @ SRBEMNE - EHEH
WL B—FFETE  BREFNENGE - AR EORMSRETRELY - TEAERF - ARG
BEENKE—RE -

EEFN "TERL & RATTEENF "BA,  ARRERY "TAX,  REER—BEEFNE

o REREBEATTROIEN TREL - RIRESER "THRE, - BRMN "REL EEEH -
q BRZAHBERSE  AREEHEMBOALIER  HEMTEALEE - wHAEEH—HHERE
1= = FEE—BRABREES  WIERE - EEENRALEREC ' ERENABREHREN  RERHEC °

11

mmm>Mﬁ

pr
Eﬂ

oY)

"R (FAEERAER) "ER  (RERKER: " ER (AmEkE) "EE  (HEmEBAIL)

1E& Ba 33 [EME)LE 1E& il & RAE
HibRRE  hEREAR RVEE) HiRit PEER HRRTE  #RERZIE
FER 8551412 1E& B #=ESE  857.63 1060 RESR 8481123
HiRTE  FETFHIHR ;
EAEZETERERFENBAL 3 BRAF AEELEKTE ? RERTELAKRESHRE EAERN—RRLEDER ¥

FESR  857.638060 15 ? ERAF—RERERRMNEBIR - BAEHE
BARBIEHEREN - AZEATEE TR

BRAONGH - BMER - RS B RBER

B DRBERMETR - HOXER
EHBEEERRE AR o RE

WM - EFERE » BE oo
13875 — 18 [l 52 B B 9 48 o B
B OCHEREENAREES

"
H
x
"

1 DR, CKFAREY P A

RECBRHKRZINE (FWESR) @ 2
AT THEEA ) EARRBEMNFE  AERMEEE
iR - BE (CTERESER) - IEHEMTR
BANKEBRLERE °

EEREBIBRNRRZINE (BHKEA) @ FE
EFRHPRELEFR > BAEZRESEZRLE -
BE (HCHER) @ CFEE T —RRBHES -

RHEEAER - ERBBRMNEERFEOMEERR
MESENER -

A AER

AREER ) FREL  LWALERE  HERS
Rk RE—BANEFRTERN » BATRBAK
B\EFRES  BER2 - FEHL IAFE—EE
EERT—EATERE - BB —EEREK B
METANEETRE  ZMNERIBCHRT
EETNEBRE=T=ELBENKEFRERMEES
BHREND  HREEBEERERLE - HRES
& RERREDRERTE  —BALUEBRE
B BMThEZECTHATS  RECESEY
BRI -

—R BIWH

HER  BTNERARERE  MEATHN "AR, &
THAE L DBIRE (REME) R (BIER) =

BAEXFTRH  XEMKA - fl (XNEXRE) - £
X RN -8 0 BRSPS B BEARTX  EM
B REEEELTIVE  FEENHRSZRN T VSR
N BEEES—EA%  REE—MDAEK  EMRHL
IVBHERE - EREAERE » —EbENFREAREZNA
R 2 RS RAMNLIVE - BRERTRE - MEFKkE—-
fiHy - ATRERRER(EE —4% - REBRTHRE TR

—T R

F o EETHANFET » BEFERDES
HECRTFEEAILNEFRER @t
ALY S ARBEIMANE - FEEXRE
REMFBIARS - MEPTEARERE
BREARR  BRR  BRIE > FEHE AR
iF - BEEULRBERSMMNMENAY > BH
#A ET R - BERES - BRI T AN —
4 EBMMAERTERAILANEE &
BIT B LSRR B -
AT Rk



