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Title The Empathy Exam Having a heart to feel makes us human, but what exactly does it mean to feel? In The

32 Author Leslie Jamison Empathy Exams, Leslie Jamison explores this question through the uncanny lens of her work
' Publisher Graywolf Press as a medical actor. Paid to perform symptoms for medical students, Jamison gazes directly
; ‘ Interviewee Miss Wong Cheuk Lam into the face of empathy throug.h her poet@c vat, examining how the body and heart connect
x,' Charmaine (AM) through the shared language of illness and injury.

The book raises uncomfortable, essential questions: Is
empathy essentially selfish? How can we claim to empathize when
we often struggle to make sense of another person’s pain? Jamison
dismantles the idea that empathy is a natural reflex, arguing
instead that "empathy requires inquiry as much as imagination.” It
is an active labor — a dogged effort to bring a stranger’s “difficulty
into the light so it can be seen atall.”

Interviewer Ng Wing Yi, Icy (3B)

Jamison suggests that true connection is not about perfectly
feeling what someone else feels, but about the humble attempt to
try. She challenges us to look past our own projections and engage
in the grueling work of witnessing.

As you take on the courage to read this book, you are invited
to confront the limits of your own understanding. It is a
transformative journey toward becoming more fully human,
moving through the world in the embrace of humility and grace.
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KIM JIYOUNG,

ﬁ'vm J Lygoung gwn 1932 ' Boémaé

Author: Cho Nam-joo

THE SUNDAY TIMES

Kim Jiyoung, Born 1982 by Cho Nam-joo is a short but
powerful novel that follows the life of an ordinary
Korean woman who faces gender inequality and social
pressure. The story traces Kim's experiences from
childhood through adulthood, where she faces unfair
treatment, such as being passed over for promotions
and being forced to quit her job to become a housewife
after marriage. From her household to her work life,
these repeated small injustices shape her identity and
well-being.

I first learnt about this book from a ‘
YouTuber who was doing monthly book
recommendations, and my interest in . -
Korean culture made me curious to read ; @
it. As a graduate from a girls’ school, an b '
activist for women's empowerment, and -5
being brought up in an Asian household, I $ . Q”
found the novel both moving and ’;‘ a
relatable. There are no fancy words; in '
fact, the language is simple and f
provokes strong
emotions and deep
thoughts. The book is
best suited for
teachers and
senior-form students,
as it tackles mature
themes - gender
inequality, workplace
bias, and emotional
strain — and
encourages personal
reflection and empathy.
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Author: E. Scott Fitzgerald

Of dreams and disillusionment
What dOCS the COiour greel’l mean to you?

To some, it is the grimace of a jeaious child, eyeing her
friend’s dented ioiiipop as it giistens from the fresh bite.
To others, it is a crumpied dollar bill and the Mona Lisa
smile of a founding father. To the rare few, it is the crown
of trees at which we look LD and see the gaps between

cach leaf traced by the streaming sun.
To Jay Gatsby, it is everything.

The Great Gatsby was written by F. Scott Fitzgeraid in the
aftermath of The Great War. At the heart of the book lies
Jay Gatsby, clusive neighbour of our introspective
narrator, Nick Carraway. To the pubiic of New York,
Gatsby is the nightiy host of decadent, extravagant parties
at his mansion; but to Nick, Gatsby is a silhouette who
retreats to his baicony at midnight, and, with trembiing
fingers, reaches towards a singie green iight ﬂashing across

tl’lC b ay.

SpOiiC‘f 3.161”[ i tl’l@ green ilgl’lt giOWS f‘fOl’l’l tl’l@ dOCk Of a

woman named Daisy Buchanan.

From a historical viewpoint, The Great Gatsby captures
the zeitgeist of 1920s America. Prior to World War 1,
America was characterised as a land of growth and
opportunities. However, with the Great War also came
great disillusionment, and cynicai citizens — once
enchanted by the American Dream - drowned their
melancholy with parties, flappers and alcohol. Gatsby'’s
parties symboiised America itself, at the centre of which
stood a lonely man — the American - staring at all that he

had, while thinking about all he had lost.
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The War might be over, but the ultimate message of the
book runs deeper in all of us. We all dream — but in The
Great Gatsby, dreams die. Symboiised by the green iight
that Gatsby’s fingers reach for (and by Daisy, whom his N
heart yearns for), iingering dreams, especiaiiy bygone

ones, are at times the hamartia® that causes our Tegression

and downfall. Yet, through what falls barren, the great still f
dream, and as they run forward, the past pulis them back ‘;
eternally. The Great Gatsby is hence a cautionary tale,

reminding us not to let the shadows of the past eciipse the

promises of the future.

Times change, and dreams can lead to disillusionment.
However, as our ever—insightfui narrator muses, “Life
starts all over again when it gets crisp in the fall.”

Yes — but oniy if we let go.

Because what’s in the fall?

The colour green, fading away.

'a fatal flaw or crucial error that leads
to the downfall of a tragic hero
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Authors: James Gleick

still remember the exact moment this book landed in

my hands. I was in Form 5 and stressed about the
HKDSE, but I could not stop bombarding my ICT teacher
with questions that were definitely “out of syﬂahus.” I
wanted to know why computers worked, not just how to
pass exams. Eventually, my teacher handed me this book
and said, “Read this. It has the answers you're 1ooking for”
1 thought The Information would just be a history of
computers, but I was wrong. It completely rewired my
brain. While we usually picture glowing screens or lines of’
Python code when we hear “Information Technology,”
Gleick takes us back much further to centuries before

electricity was invented.

One of my favorite parts takes place in the jungles of
Africa. Gleick describes how Viﬂagers used “talking
drums” to send cornplex messages across miles of forest.
They were not just hanging on wood; they were using a
system of beats, pauses, and redundancy to transmit
1anguage. They were effectively applying the principles of
hinary code and error correction, predating the invention
of modern high—speed spinning metal hard drives hy

centuries.

The book also introduces us to the “grandparents” of the
digital age, Charles Bahhage and Ada Lovelace. In the
1800s, they envisioned a world where machines could
rnanipulate syrnhols and 1ogic rather than just numbers.
They were the original “Makers.” They proved that heing
an engineer is about having the vision to see what could
be, even when the technology has not caught up and the

solution is still a distant dream.

@ Mr o MatFhew ¢
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However, the higgest spark for me came when the book
moved from silicon chips to hiology. Gleick explains that
the genetic code inside you is just another form of
information processing. That lesson changed my
perspective forever. Information is not just a human
creation. It is the third fundamental element of the
universe, alongside matter and energy. Just as physics
studies atoms, we are studying the code that reality is
written in.

I recommend this book to the curious historian, biology
and ICT students, and especiaﬂy the “out of syﬂahus”
thinker who suspects the world exceeds the limits of a
textbook. We are currently 1iving in the “Flood”
mentioned in the book’s title. This is a torrent of data,
notifications, and endless scrolling. To survive it, we need

to understand what information actually is.
You do not need to be a computer scientist to enjoy this.
You just need to be Willing to see the invisible code that

conNmneers s Q.H

Enjoy the book!
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»1{/\':* \ €/ Tile Never Let Me Go Never Let Me Go is mainly about
f % x Author Kazuo Ishiguro the school life of students at Hailsham,
6§ Publisher Faber and Faber Limited a seemingly flawless elite school

composed entirely of human clones.
Despite their unique personalities, all
Interviewer Hui Cheuk Yuet Ceseley (3D) share the same predetermined future

— becoming “donors” who give up
their organs to ensure the survival of humans. Narrated by Kathy, a former Hailsham
student, the novel recounts her school memories while gradually revealing the cruelty of
her fate. Asthe students grow up, a haunting question emerges: can they rewrite their fate
and live their own lives, or must they ultimately face the destiny of donation and death?

Interviewee Yip Ka Kiu, Prudence (3A)

| recommend this book because it is not only deeply moving but also highly thought-
provoking. It explores themes of morality, love, and friendship, encouraging readers to
reflect on the meaning and purpose of life. This novel is ideal for readers who are ready to
embark on an emotionally profound journey and immerse themselves in the subtle yet powerful writing of a
Nobel Prize-winning author.

One question lingers for the reader: What would you do if you discovered you were a human clone,
created to be used by others, with no choice but to sacrifice your life?
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