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Author: A my Tan

Conflictis the engine of great storytelling. Amy Tan's The
Joy Luck Club is a book full of conflicts: the East colliding
with the West, the old colliding with the new. At its core,
it is the story of eight women—four interwoven pairs of
mothers and daughters—colliding with their culture,
ideology, personal perspectives, and identity. It is also a
reflection of every one of us.

Flecing the trauma of war—torn China in the 1940s and
19508, many families attempt to rebuild their lives in
America. Many of them have a paradoxical hope: to pass
down their Chinese heritage perfectly to their children
while simultaneously raising them to be “perfect”
Americans. The story unfolds around a weekly Mahjong
gathering, known as the Joy Luck Club, of four Chinese
families in San Francisco.

One of the major conflicts in the book is the friction
between mothers and daughters. Just like it is for any child
growing up—especially in Asian houscholds—the mothers
are often seen as the overbearing, hyper—critical
antagonists in their daughters’ scories. They pressure their
daughters to excel in academics, demanding elite carcers,
financial stability, perfection, ete. In the daughters’ carly
memories, a mother is a harsh critic that speaks in broken
English, a tiger—mom who forbids her from riding bikes, a
parent who sces her asa failure, and a traditionalist who is
too conventional for the modern world. Even though I, as
a reader, am not in the same culeural background or era,
reading the book, these mother-daughter tensions feel
timelessly familiar.

Yet, the book does not stop here. Tan gives us a shift in:

pe1spect1ve Othe1 than tl’le f0u1 daughterb narratwes We
also get the perspeetlve Of the mOEl’lCI’b theIr thld’l’lOOd

deeply rooted craditions and unspeakabl; gricfs that they ;

left behind in China. In_cheir storles they'are not ]ust
‘mothers; they were ‘once young girls w1th dream,s ‘war
survivors and gru:f—stllcken ,refugees Thelr suffocatmg
pressurc-is not meant to be cr,uel rather, it s an armour -

: bu11~t from thear pamfu‘lapaﬂlﬁ to defcnd then daughtels

50—l
LUCK
CLUB

AMY TAN :

against a harsh world. However, as many of us have
experienced, the protective instinct often becomes
distorted by the almost innate habit of suppressive love in
Asian families.

Other than the conflicts that resonate with readers, this
book is embedded with rich Chinese symbolism, which
belongs to the traditional Chinese customs we learned
growing up in Hong Kong. Reading these familiar heritage
concepts written in poetic, literary English creates an
intimate yet beautifully unfamiliar bond that words
cannot explain. This is what makes the book intriguing to
me (of all the compulsory readers in a university course) as
someone raised under the influence of Chinese culture
within an international city, where East and West are
scamlessly woven into our daily lives.

Chinese culture is engraved in the conflicts, symbols and
ceven the structure of the book—4 parts with 4 stories cach,
mirroring a 16-round Mahjong match. This symmetrical
structure holds together stories that might otherwise feel
distant, or even alien to our modern realities, grounding
them in a way that makes them feel relatable.

This brings me to my favourite quote from the novel:

“I made a promise to myself: [ would always remember my
parents’ wishes, but [ would never forget myself.”

In an era where aggressive individualism and relentless
goal—chasing are lauded, this book reminds us how to
honour and give back to the parents who sacrificed
everyvth_i’ng to bring us up, while still fiercely protecting
our right topursue our own happiness and dreams. Wedo

not have to etase the past to write our future; we learn to !‘.

carry our heritage forward on our own terms. 2

@ Ms ‘E‘C He' Lam
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Have you ever contemplated the role of women in

modern society? To the Lighthouse was written by

feminist advocate Virginia Woolf, and nearly a hundred

years ago, she was already asking the same ﬂuestions we are

still asking today. In this book, \Y‘)ol? shared her beliefs

I{fecl surprisingly
B

d

/
The novel follows the Ramsay family during a summer

about gender equali‘tly in ways th
relevant to our everyday lives.

holiday at their Scottish seaside home. The story centres
on a planned, but constantly delayed trip to a ncarby
lighthouse, which symbolises the family’s unfulfilled
hopes and wishes. Throughout the novel, Woolf draws us
into her characters’ private thoughts and feelings//We see
Mrs. Ramsay holding her family together with remarkable
warmth, while Lily Briscoe struggles with completing a
painting that means the world to her.

Mrs. Ramsay’s story is one many of us recognise. This
character represents the stercotypes of a female role
shaped by social expectations. She appears to be the
perfect mother and wife—selfless, nurturing, and always
putting others firs\t. Through Woolf’s depiction, we
discover her loneliness, her hunger for intellectual
conversation, and her quict sense of having lost herself
somewhere along the way. Midway through the story, her
death is mentioned only briefly and quictly, as if she were
insignificant. This deliberate narrative choice creates
sadness and implies that society often overlooks women'’s
contributions. Doesn't this resonace with us today?

Lily Briscoe, on the other hand, is a character you quietly

root fo beginning to endwAs a female artist in a
:
y &3
) 2
A >~

Virginia Woolf
To the Lighthouse

’ oxFoRE

patriarchal world, she faces constant doubt and dismissal
— particularly from Mr. Ramsay, who barely hides his
scepticism about her work. Yet her determination to
finish her painting is not just personal stubbornness but a
journey of self-realisation. Lily chooses to remain
unmarried, refuses to measure her worth by traditional
expectations, and pushes back against the idea that
women only find meaning through marriage or
motherhood. Her journey is about learning to balance
solitude andweonnection, and realising that true creativity
needs both. In her era, this makes her extraordinary—a
woman who refuses to conform.

This book reminds us that feminism is about honouring
the full humanity of women. Their ambitions, creativity,
and inner lives deserve to be seen and celebrated. T hope
that after reading this book, you will feel encouraged to
break free from the stercotypes people place on you and
live a fruicful life by embracing different experiences and
possibilities.
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